[Correlation between chest examination with radiography, bronchoscopy and cytology of bronchial alveolar lavage in patients treated for small cell lung cancer].
In 129 SCLC patients (pts) 250 control fibrobronchoscopic (FOB) procedures were performed during chemotherapy. 71 pts had extensive disease and 58 limited disease. The evident correlation between radiologic and bronchoscopic assessment of tumor regression was confirmed in 60% of examinations. Tumor was visible during 16 bronchoscopic examinations in spite of complete regression on X-ray picture and on 53 chest X-ray examinations despite complete regression in the bronchi. Cancer cells found in 74 out of 250 bronchial washings samples were present significantly more often in these situations in which no regression of tumor in the bronchi was confirmed. Nevertheless tumor cells were also found in 3 out 57 cases in which complete regression on X-ray and in the bronchi was found. It was concluded that complete tumor regression on X-ray picture ought to be confirmed by bronchoscopy with cytologic examination of bronchial washing.